The Two Narratives of Saul: Presentation Outline

	Saul, “Pro-Monarch”, ”Early Stratum”, “Prophetic History”
	Samuel, “Anti-monarch”, ”Later Stratum”, “Pro-Temple”, “Deuteronomistic History”

	I Samuel  9:1-10:16, 11, 13, 14
	I Samuel  7-8, 10:17-27a, 12, 15

	Written before Babylonian exile. (Pre-exilic)
	Written later, after the Babylonian exile (Post-exilic) (pg. 12-13 Anchor Bible)

	More Historical, to disputed degrees.  (A.B., p. 13)
	Less historical, to disputed degrees. (A.B., p. 13)

	Tribe of Benjamin glorifies Saul as national hero.
	“Conservative belief of the Israelite confederacy” (UOT pp. 188-189.)

	King is looked upon favorably by the people and God.
	Trust that God will provide, a king is not needed, an idea “in keeping, it was supposed, with the theocratic ideal of the post-Exilic (and thus post-monarchical) community; it was also said to exhibit the particular influences of an on going Deuteronomic (hence Deuteronomistic) theology).” Anchor, p. 13

	Possibly the “J” source, theory of Cornill, Budde.  Anchor, p. 13.  Mention Wellhausen?
	Possibly the “E” source, theory of Cornill, Budde.  Anchor, p. 13.  Mention Wellhausen?

	Both possibly subjected to a later Deuteronomistic revision.
	Both possibly subjected to a later Deuteronomistic revision.

	Based on three older narrative sources, “The Ark Narrative”, “The Saul Cycle”, “David’s Rise.”  Parts of these sources can be found in the Samuel and Kings books.  Detailed description on p. 23.  (A.B., p. 23)
	


I. General Story (Johnson)

II. General Introduction to the 2 sources.

a. 2-source theory of Hugo Gressman.

i. A development of Herman Gunkel’s work, Form Criticism.

b. How do we know there are two sources?

i. “The narratives about Samuel, Saul, and David that make up our book have a heterogeneous appearance even to untrained eye.  Numerous internal thematic tensions, duplications, and contradictions stand in the way of a straightforward reading of the story.”  (A.B., p. 12)

1. Two portrayal kingship.

a. Offensive to Yahweh

b. Yahweh commands anointing of a king.

2. Saul becomes king twice.

3. Saul is rejected by Yahweh twice.

4. Saul acquires services of David twice.

5. Saul’s betrothal to a daughter of Saul is described twice.

6. Two accounts of Saul’s defection to a Philistine King.

7. Two accounts of David’s refusal to take Saul’s life.  

c. What are the two sources and their characteristics?

i. “Two accounts are discernable—a monarchist and an antimonarchist.  In the absence of a central sanctuary and in an atmosphere of defeat, one section of the people demanded a king to re-establish their fortunes; the others preferred to leave it to God to raise up leaders when necessary, as in the days of the judges.”  (The Holy Bible, RSV, 2nd Catholic Edition, footnote to 1 Sm 8:10ff).

ii. See the table above.

d. Is it that simple?  No, other scholarship.

i. Wellhausen presents a paradigm to follow in interpretation of the text

1. Although not all successive interpreters are completely faithful to it, most generally adhere to it.

ii. Hugo Gressman suggested a “fragmentary hypothesis” that held the two sources are based on fragments of other, older sources, repeatedly edited over time into the two narratives traditionally recognized.  It seems that most scholars, in some way, do agree on the twofold division in some manner.  It gets more complex when the scholars attempt to discern the sources of the sources.  (A.B., p. 13)

III. Examples of differences between sources.

a. Election of Saul (P.M., Brian) 9:1-10:16

i. “The Lost Asses of Kish,” the errand of Saul.

1. Saul, son of Kish, is sent to find his father’s animals, who had wandered off.  Unable to find them, he decided to consult Samuel, who was known for his favor with God.

2. The day before, Yahweh informed Samuel that a man who should be anointed king was coming: “At this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin whom you are to anoint as commander of my people Israel. He shall save my people from the clutches of the Philistines, for I have witnessed their misery and accepted their cry for help.”  (1 Sm 9:16)

ii. Saul is secretly anointed

1. “Then, from a flask he had with him, Samuel poured oil on Saul's head; he also kissed him, saying: "The LORD anoints you commander over his heritage. You are to govern the LORD'S people Israel, and to save them from the grasp of their enemies round about. "This will be the sign for you that the LORD has anointed you commander over his heritage…” (1 Sm 10:1)

2. Saul is sent ahead of Samuel to Gilgal: “Now go down ahead of me to Gilgal, for I shall come down to you, to offer holocausts and to sacrifice peace offerings. Wait seven days until I come to you; I shall then tell you what you must do.”  (1 Sm 10:8)

iii. Saul proves himself in battle, unites the kingdom. (1 Sm 10:27b-11:15)

iv. Saul is announced publicly as king.  (1 Sm 10:13-15)

b. Election of Saul (A.M., Jason) 8:1-22, 10:17-27a

i. The situation: 

1. Samuel is judge, a ruler of Israel, which lacked a central governing authority.  (As described in our class on Deborah?)

2. Samuel is old, appoints his sons to take his place as judges.  But they do not serve the people: “His sons did not follow his example but sought illicit gain and accepted bribes, perverting justice.” (1 Sm 8:3)

3. The Elders of Israel demand a king: “… appoint a king over us, as other nations have, to judge us.” (1 Sm 8:5)

ii. Yahweh grants the request, warning to the people:

1. Yahweh guides Samuel, saying “Grant the people's every request.   It is not you they reject, they are rejecting me as their king. … but at the same time, warn them solemnly and inform them of the rights of the king who will rule them.” (1 Sm 8:7-9)

2. “… He will tithe your flocks and you yourselves will become his slaves. When this takes place, you will complain against the king whom you have chosen, but on that day the LORD will not answer you.  
iii. The people, however, refused to listen to Samuel's warning and said, "Not so! There must be a king over us. "

iv. “So Samuel had all the tribes of Israel come forward, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. Next he had the tribe of Benjamin come forward in clans, and the clan of Matri was chosen, and finally Saul, son of Kish, was chosen.  … when he stood among the people … Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see the man whom the LORD has chosen? There is none like him among all the people!" Then all the people shouted, "Long live the king!"  (1 Sm 10:20-24)

c. Rejection by Yahweh (P.M., Brian) 13

i. Saul defeats the garrison of the Philistines, but things don’t go quite as planned after the battle.  Saul becomes worried because Samuel isn’t showing up when he said he would.  Also, the Philistines seem to be regrouping.

ii. Saul offers an unlawful sacrifice, against the order of Yahweh, in hopes of changing the situation in his favor.

iii. Samuel's response was: "You have been foolish! Had you kept the command the LORD your God gave you, the LORD would now establish your kingship in Israel as lasting; but as things are, your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and has appointed him commander of his people, because you broke the LORD'S command." (1 Sm 13:13-14)
d. Rejection by Yahweh (A.M., Jason) 15

i. Yahweh, through the prophecy of Samuel, calls for holy war in reparation for harm done to the Israelites as they left Egypt: “I will punish what Amalek did to Israel when he barred his way as he was coming up from Egypt.  Go, now, attack Amalek, and deal with him and all that he has under the ban. Do not spare him, but kill men and women, children and infants, oxen and sheep, camels and asses.” (1 Sm 15:2-3)

ii. Saul leads the Israelites against the Amalekites into battle and wins, but he does not follow Yahweh’s instructions exactly.

iii.  “He and his troops spared Agag [king of the Amalekites] and the best of the fat sheep and oxen, and the lambs. They refused to carry out the doom on anything that was worthwhile, dooming only what was worthless and of no account.”  (1 Sm 15:9)

iv. “But Samuel said to Saul, ‘… you rejected the command of the LORD and the LORD rejects you as king of Israel.’  As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized a loose end of his mantle, and it tore off.  So Samuel said to him: ‘The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.  The Glory of Israel neither retracts nor repents, for he is not man that he should repent.”

v. Since the work of Wellhausen, the accounts of Saul’s rejection in chapters 13 and 15 have been understood to represent a single tradition and event.  Chapter 15 has much more emphasis on the condemnation of Saul’s dynasty.  Yahweh, in this account, has a dislike of kings.  As such he does not hesitate to condemn the first king, chosen by the people.  He does so definitively.  (A.B., p. 270)

e. Death of Saul (P.M., Brian) 1 Sm 31

i. “The battle raged around Saul, and the archers hit him; he was pierced through the abdomen.  Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, ‘Draw your sword and run me through, lest these uncircumcised come and make sport of me.’ But his armor-bearer, badly frightened, refused to do it. So Saul took his own sword and fell upon it.  When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell upon his sword and died with him.  Thus Saul, his three sons, and his armor-bearer died together on that same day.”

ii. Saul committed suicide after being wounded by an archer.

iii. Saul’s 3 sons are killed.

f. Death of Saul (A.M., Jason) 2 Sm 1 

i. An Amalekite soldier arrived in David’s camp, having come from the battle at Mount Gilboa, where Saul’s army was defeated.  He reported an account of the death of Saul.

ii. “The youthful informant replied: ‘It was by chance that I found myself on Mount Gilboa and saw Saul leaning on his spear, with chariots and horsemen closing in on him.  He turned around and, seeing me, called me to him. When I said, 'Here I am,' he asked me, 'Who are you?' and I replied, 'An Amalekite.'  Then he said to me, 'Stand up to me, please, and finish me off, for I am in great suffering, yet fully alive.'  So I stood up to him and dispatched him, for I knew that he could not survive his wound. I removed the crown from his head and the armlet from his arm and brought them here to my lord.”  (2 Sm 1:6-10)

iii. Saul is killed by an Amalekite soldier who then runs to David, perhaps seeking David’s favor.

iv. Saul is being overtaken by chariots and horsement, not archers.

v. Notice the mention of “chariots and horsemen.”  This is sometimes understood as an anachronism.  While chariots were common in the time of David, they were not used in mountainous warfare such as the battle on Mount Gilboa.  Therefore, this account is believed to have been written at a later date than the other account in 1 Samuel, chapter 31, which does not mention chariots, but archers.  (A.B., 62-63)  Because of this supposed earlier authorship, we speculate this passage originates from the “anti-monarchical” source, though this seems to be a point of debate among biblical scholars.

IV. Group activity (if time permits)

a. Suppose you must preach about the life of Saul.  In light of this discussion, what points would you discuss?  

b. Break into groups of four and come up with a list of a few key points to share with the class.

V. Pastoral Application, Discussion and applications of Saul

a. Small Group Discussion Question…

i. If you had to Preach or Teach about Saul, what one or two themes from his story could you use?
ii. Place the chart here for review, help with the discussion.

b. Here are a few we came up with…    
i. How Deadly Despair Can Be without the Hope we find in Our Lord Jesus and His Gospel
1. Grace in our Lives
2. Understanding that in His Passion and Cross, Christ not only shared our pain and despair but made them Holy ways to come to know Him better.
ii. The Importance of New Covenant and the Redemption it Brings
1. Understanding the Importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation    
iii. Where Saul Fits in The Big Picture (or process*) of God’s Revelation of Himself to us in Salvation History
1. A way to introduce Why the Old Testament is so crucial for us as Christians
2. *Be careful to avoid, or not steer your people towards, unhelpful process theologies – remember revelation and inspiration or their understanding is a process on OUR end, Not God’s.  
VI. Any Closing Questions?  Comments? Or Pious Indignations?

